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The PARCC Assessment Design 

End-of-Year  
Assessment 

• Innovative, computer-
based items 

 

Performance-Based 
Assessment (PBA) 

• Extended tasks 
• Applications of concepts 

and skills 

Summative, 
Required assessment 

Non-summative, 
optional assessment 

Diagnostic Assessment 
•  Early indicator of 

student knowledge and 
skills to inform 
instruction, supports, 
and PD 

Speaking  
And  

Listening 

Flexible 

  Mid-Year Assessment 
• Performance-based 
• Emphasis on hard-to-

measure standards 
• Potentially  summative 

English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics, Grades 3-11 



Purpose 

• Support implementation of the Common Core State Standards  

• Inform development of item specifications and blueprints for 
the PARCC assessments in grades 3–8 and high school. 

 

Audience 

• Primary audience is state and local curriculum directors 

• Frameworks will also be accessible for teachers and building 
administrators to use as a resource  

Purpose and Audience of the Model 
Content Frameworks 

5 



• State-led process that included math content experts in PARCC 
member states and members of the Common Core State 
Standards writing team 

– Mathematics Rapid Response Feedback Group (content experts from a 
subset of PARCC states): Tommy Coy (AR), Gladys Cruz (NY), Robin Hill 
(KY), Rachel Jachino (IL), Mary Knuck (AZ), Barbara Libby (MA), Jim 
Mirabelli (IN), Brian Roget (OH), Carolyn Sessions (LA), John Svendsen 
(NY), Donna Watts (MD), Dee Ann Wilson (FL), Sandi Woodall (GA) 

 

• Three rounds of feedback; nearly 1,000 individual comments 
were submitted from K–12 educators, principals, 
superintendents, higher education faculty, school board 
members, parents, and students during August public review 

Development Process 
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• PARCC Model Content Frameworks provide a deep analysis of 
the CCSS, leading to more guidance on how focus, coherence, 
content and  practices all work together. 

• They focus on framing the critical advances in the standards:  

– Focus and coherence 

– Content knowledge, conceptual understanding, and expertise  

– Content and mathematical practices  

• Model Content Frameworks for grades 3-8, Algebra I, Geometry, 
Algebra II, Mathematics I, Mathematics II, Mathematics III 

Approach of the Model Content 
Frameworks for Mathematics 
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Feedback: Include grades K-2 
Revision: K-2 frameworks will be released late 2012 

Feedback: Need for more concise language. Shorten the document and 
simplify some of the technical terminology 
Revision: Introduction shortened and redundancies removed.  Use of 
concise language; terminology revised with audience in mind. 

Feedback: Revisit priorities and explain rationale behind the prioritization 
Revision: Priorities revised to include a range of emphases  and 
explanation of how standards relate to each other  

Themes from Public Feedback to Draft 
Model Content Frameworks for 
Mathematics 
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Feedback: Include more specifics in the High School Mathematics Model 
Content Frameworks 
Revision: More detail added about possible courses and suggested areas 
of emphasis  
 
Feedback: Consider  reformatting and  adding more visual elements and 
provide quick reference points for educators 
Revision: Revisions made with readability and navigation in mind, 
including addition of Table of Contents 

Feedback: Add more examples and non-examples at each grade level to 
assist curriculum directors and educators in implementation 
Revision: Sample tasks were not included in frameworks but will be 
available (expected Summer 2012) as a result of prototyping work being 
conducting by PARCC.  

Themes from Public Feedback to Draft 
Model Content Frameworks for 
Mathematics 
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• Examples of key advances from the previous grade 

• Fluency expectations or examples of culminating standards 

• Examples of major within-grade dependencies 

• Examples of opportunities for connections among standards, 
clusters or domains 

• Examples of opportunities for in-depth focus 

• Examples of opportunities for connecting mathematical content 
and mathematical practices 

• Content emphases by cluster 

Key Elements of the Model Content 
Frameworks 

10 



Grade 3 Example 
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Grade 3 Example 
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Grade 3 Example 
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Grade 3 Example 
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Grade 3 Example 
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Grade 3 Example 



Grade 3 Example 



• General analysis:  

– Examples of opportunities for connections among standards, clusters, 
domains, or conceptual categories  

– Examples of opportunities for connecting mathematical content and 
mathematical practices  

– Instructional emphases by cluster  

• Course-specific analysis:  

– Examples of key advances from previous grades or courses  

– Fluency recommendations  

– Discussion of mathematical practices in relation to course content  

– Examples of major within-course dependencies  

– Examples of opportunities for in-depth focus  

 

Structure of the Model Content 
Frameworks for High School 
Mathematics  

18 



• PARCC will develop assessments aligned with two sequences 

 

 

High School Example: Examples of 
Content Standards that Apply to Two or 
More High School Courses 



High School Example: Algebra I 



High School Example: Algebra I 



High School Example: Algebra I 



High School Example: Mathematics I 



High School Example: Mathematics I 



• Assist in transitioning to the CCSS 

– Help inform curriculum, instruction, and assessment 

– Educator engagement and awareness 

• Assist in evaluating resources; provide awareness and quality of other 
resources 

• Provide awareness on the balance of tasks 

• Help educators think more deeply about the standards, especially 
foundational structures 

• Grade level analyses 

 

Intended Uses of the Model Content 
Frameworks 
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Guidance for Teachers 

• Key advances in the standards between grade levels 

• Fluency expectations and major within-grade dependencies 

• Connections among standards, clusters, or domains 

• Opportunities for In-Depth Focus 

• Opportunities for Connecting Mathematical Content and 
Mathematical Practices 

 



Guidance for Building Administrators 

• Using the content frameworks to guide discussions around 
implementation of the standards 

• Use the frameworks to support increased focus and coherence 
in instructional programs 

• Using the frameworks to gain a deeper understanding of the 
role of the practices in cooperation with the content, to 
support student learning 

 



Guidance for Curriculum Developers 

• Using the content frameworks with the standards to sketch 
out potential model instructional unit plans 

• Use the frameworks to support increased focus and coherence 
in instructional programs 

• Recognizing the shifts in the standards from grade to grade 
and using these shifts as grade level curricula are developed 
and as materials are purchased to align with the curricula 

 



• Frameworks are available on www.parcconline.org/parcc-
content-frameworks 

• Frameworks intended to be dynamic and responsive to evidence 
and on-going input 

– In Summer 2012, once educators have used the frameworks, 
PARCC will collect feedback and refine frameworks as necessary 

• PARCC will develop additional model instructional tools and 
supports that build on the frameworks 

– Model Instructional Units 

– Educator Leader Cadres 

– Item specifications 

– Item and task prototypes 

 

Releasing the Content Frameworks 
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QUESTIONS? 
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